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SYNOPSIS
On the threshold of adulthood, 17-year-old Pierre becomes obsessed with his aunt Nadia (Béatrice Dalle, Betty Blue and Trouble Every Day). A flamboyant mathematician whose intellect clashes with her alcoholism and fatalistic view of life, Nadia is on a path to self-destruction. As Pierre discovers his budding sexuality, he attempts to rescue his beloved aunt from herself. DOMAIN is a dark, sexy mediation on the intersection of two lives with very different trajectories. Featuring intelligent dialogue and Hitchcockian references, filmmaker John Waters declared “you’ll be left breathless by the sheer elegance of this astonishing workout.”

INTERVIEW WITH PATRIC CHIHA
Nadia (Béatrice Dalle) is a mathematician who’s basically searching for a magic formula…
I’m interested in how she comes to understand there’s no solution, no magic formula. Initially she believes in the possibility of a structure, she believes the world can be organized or defined, but in the end she understands she’s been wrong about that. She can’t find the formula because the formula cannot be found. The world is, and will remain, chaos.
She’s a woman who talks a lot, analyzes things, tries to find meaning.
Yes, and that is the source of her profound melancholy. She comes to realize that words only add confusion to thoughts and feelings. She says it clearly in the film: Words are disorder.
She’s writing a thesis on Gödel. Why Gödel?
I chose Gödel for two reasons. The first reason is he went crazy, and Einstein would take him on daily walks through the Princeton campus. The second reason, which may explain the first, is he revolutionized mathematics by showing that the world of mathematics is necessarily incomplete. Nadia is on that same path.
Béatrice Dalle in the role of Nadia… were you consciously casting against type?
I don’t like the idea of typecasting or casting against type. I simply had a strong desire to film Béatrice. Before meeting her, I sensed her gentleness and violence were very similar to Nadia’s. I was fascinated by her in the way Pierre (Isaïe Sultan) is fascinated by Nadia. The first time I met her, I was waiting for her in a café. She came in and stood smack in the middle of the room, straight as an arrow, between two columns, and I knew: that was the film right there. Something about her speaks to me of time, maybe it’s this strange impression I get that she has none: no past, no present, no future. I think she immediately understood that’s what I was looking for: a violent detachment. It’s contradictory, and it truly defines her.

How did you find Isaïe Sultan who plays Pierre?

I auditioned a lot of people but I sensed early on that Isaïe was the one, from the first time I met him. The first day of auditions, I asked the young men to listen to some music under headphones and do whatever they felt. Surprisingly, Isaïe was the only one who danced, in his own very personal way. I felt for the role of Pierre, the way he moved was essential. And Isaïe was truly between two ages, he was both a child and a man, and during the shoot he underwent the same transformation as Pierre. He matured, grew hair, made a place for himself amongst a crew of adults. He became the leading role, and the exchange of roles between Nadia and Pierre is the story of the film.  

Pierre is cruel, because his voyage of self-discovery is completed through a murder.
It’s more an abandonment. Or a symbolic murder. Pierre is cruel in the sense that he chooses himself instead of Nadia. Nadia is cruel because she gives a young man a mission he cannot accomplish: that of saving her. 
There are forests in all of your films.
Yes, the forest is an important place for me. In a natural setting that is neither friendly nor blatantly hostile, characters confront themselves. But in general, for me, the forest is a place of chaos. There, nature is not reassuring, it does not represent freedom, it does not offer a solution. On the contrary, it’s the end of the road.

Music seems to be Pierre’s domain.

The dry melancholy of Milkymee’s songs made me want to work with her. I sensed a strong correlation between her folk songs and this young man of few words. And in fact, the only time Pierre really speaks out is when he sings in the discotheque. Through the song, he expresses his love for Nadia: You are my gasoline.  
So Domain is definitely a love story.
Yes, absolutely. A love story with an unhappy ending.  

(Interview by Stéphane Bouquet)
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